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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Football heroes: Fans welcome Lakers back to GVSU 
Laker pride loomed as large as the inflatable 
Louie at the Fieldhouse during the celebration 
for the GVSU football team. 
Alumni, faculty and staff members, students, 
and other fans cheered and sang the fight song 
as the team returned on December 9 from the 
NCAA Division II Championship game in 
Florence, Alabama. The University of North 
Dakota beat Grand Valley, 17-14. 
The score didn ' t seem to concern President 
Mark A. Murray or others who spoke during 
the hourlong celebration. 
"It 's great to be in a room with champions," 
Murray said. "You guys brought us great 
honor and respect. You 've put us on the map. I 
have no doubt at all next season you're going 
to be back there and showing everyone in the 
nation how strong Laker football is." 
Head coach Brian Kelly introduced each 
member of the team and then called the senior 
class to the stage to present them with the 
NCAA runner-up trophy. Kelly said the 
seniors were largely responsible for building 
such a strong tradition of football. 
The audience reserved its loudest applause for 
junior quarterback Curt Anes, who injured his 
knee during the first round of post-season 
play. Anes was a finalist for the Harlon Hill 
trophy, awarded to the top player in Division 
II football. He finished second to winner 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Head coach Brian Kelly leads the football team in the fight song during a celebration rally at 
the Fieldhouse on December 9. See more photos on page 3. 
Dusty Bonner from Valdosta State. 
"On behalf of the team, I want to thank you 
for the support you've shown," Anes told the 
audience. "It's been an honor to play for you." 
The Lakers finished the season with a 13-1 
record and made an incredible impact on 
school and national record books. The team 
scored an average of 58.4 points per game in 
the regular season, which ranked GVSU first 
among NCAA Division II schools. GVSU 
entered the North Dakota game ranked No. 2 
in the American Football Coaches Association 
poll. 
- by Michele Johnson 
johnsonm@gvsu.edu 
------------------------•••-------------------------
Across Campus 
Students gather 
school supplies to send to 
new friends in China 
An unplanned stop at an isolated Chinese ele-
mentary school turned out to be the highlight of 
a six-week Study Abroad trip to China for more 
than a dozen GVSU students last summer. Now 
the students are collecting supplies to send to the 
impoverished school and are reflecting on the 
unexpected lessons they learned from a group of 
smiling Chinese schoolchildren. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
"By our standards they' ve got so little, yet 
they're happy. Be it humble, they all have 
homes and families ," said David Gould, a 
philosophy sophomore. "There's something 
there for us to learn." 
In these final weeks before Christmas, 
philosophy sophomore Shannon Crowley is 
spearheading an effort to gather supplies to 
send to the Chinese school - an intricate 
process as China has stringent overseas 
package requirements. Crowley has sent an 
e-mail appeal for contributions to her fellow 
Study Abroad students and plans to ship the 
packages to China this week, in hopes that it 
will reach the school before the Chinese New 
Year on February 12. 
The visit to the school last June was a 
serendipitous stop for the Grand Valley group 
of 17 students and three professors as it 
traveled through the Yunnan Province of 
southwest China, near the Tibet border. 
Children at the remote, rural school had never 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
photo courtesy of Peimin Ni 
A GVSU study abroad group stops at an elementary school in China. 
before seen foreigners and were initially shy, said Jill Gunnerson, a 
GVSU senior. 
"At first they were hiding behind corners and trees, giggling," Gunnerson 
said. The children quickly warmed up to their visitors, however, 
particularly when the young Americans lined up with them in a large 
circle and taught them to do the Hokey Pokey. 
Before they left, the Grand Valley students pooled their resources and 
donated $200 to the school - a windfall, as it turned out. 
"The teacher was almost moved to tears," said Peimin Ni, professor of 
philosophy and one of the organizers of the trip. "He told us it was 
equivalent to more than three years of funding for them." 
Several weeks ago, Ni received a letter from the teacher stating that he 
had used the donation to purchase such supplies as dictiona1ies, 
notebooks, textbooks, and pens and brushes. The visit made a huge 
impact on the children, who constantly look at the photographs that the 
American students sent (their first photographs), and still dance and sing 
the Hokey Pokey, he said. 
"When we talk about the short time we spent with you, [the children] 
seem to have endless happy feelings to share," the teacher wrote (Ni, a 
native of China, translated the letter from Chinese). "From the way they 
talk and the way they act, I feel clearly that, after being with you, they 
now have confidence, have ideals, and are full of dreams for their future. 
This is the result of your support and encouragement! You are now sacred 
models in their heart, and they all wish that they would grow up to be an 
able person. I myself was greatly inspired and encouraged by you also!" 
The monetary contribution pales in comparison to the realization that 
people from outside their poor, tiny village know and care about them, 
noted Ni. 
"It's kind of like we made an investment in them as people," said 
Gunnerson. "We invested in their education and their lives." 
In return, the Grand Valley students gained a valuable international lesson. 
"I didn't feel sorry for these kids," Gunnerson and several other students 
stressed. "They didn't have everything that we feel is normal, but they 
were happy and well cared for. That's what I really appreciated." 
Next year's Study Abroad trip to China will surely include a scheduled 
visit to the elementary school, said Ni . 
"We treat them almost like our adopted kids," he said. 
United Way campaign closes 
with record contributions 
- by Nancy Willey 
willeyn@gvsu.edu 
Grand Valley's United Way campaign has come to a close with a record 
$130,794 raised - a 23 percent increase over last year 's contributions. An 
additional $880 was contributed to the September 11 Fund through 
United Way. 
GVSU President Mark A. Murray personally thanked United Way con-
tributors at two breakfasts held in their honor in November. He noted that 
the need for local health and human services has increased markedly due 
to the downturn in the economy. 
"This is a roomful of people I know I can count on," he said. Almost 56 
percent of Grand Valley faculty and staff members contributed to the 
campaign effort. 
The close of the United Way campaign is the signal for the annual draw-
ing for a personal parking space on the Allendale and Grand Rapids 
campuses. This year's winners are Lana Brock, biology laboratory 
supervisor at Padnos Hall of Science, and Linda Bond, professor in the 
Kirkhof School of Nursing. 
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FORUM 
Volume 26, Number 20 
The GVSU Forum is published by the Office 
of Uni versity Communications every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Johnson, editor, c/o the 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily on line 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Commencement 
Photo by John Corriveau 
Dr. Gilbert Omenn, executive vice president for medical affairs at the 
University of Michigan and chief executive officer at U-M Health System, is 
hooded as he prepares to give the keynote address at the December 8 com-
mencement. Also pictured are GVSU President Mark A. Murray and Interim 
Provost John Gracki. 
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Football heroes: 2001 Lakers 
photo by Chris Rohling 
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers and Nancy Lubbers were 
among GVSU supporters at the football game in Florence, Ala. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
The Lakers walk through an inflatable Louie the Laker and are greeted by 
GVSU cheerleaders and dance team members. 
photo by Chris Rohling 
Sophomore wide receiver Tyrone Hibbler tries to break a tackle during the December 8 game against 
the University of North Dakota. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Curt Anes, junior quarterback, addresses 
the crowd during a celebration rally at 
the Fieldhouse on December 9. 
photo by Chris Rohling 
Head coach Brian 
Kelly watches a play 
during the NCAA 
Division II national 
championship 
game. 
photo by Chris Rohling 
photo by Chris Rohling 
Thousands of Grand Valley fans sup-
port the team during the national 
championship game against the 
Fighting Sioux of North Dakota. 
The Laker Band plays at halftime of the football game at Braly Stadium. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF VENTS 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tues., Dec. 18 
4-5:30 p.m.: "Holiday Social" sponsored by 
the African Coalition. University Club, 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. For more 
information call x3898. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. 
Game times subject to change. 
Tues., Dec. 18 
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Finlandia 
University at Grand Valley. 
Thurs., Dec. 20 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Rochester College 
at Grand Valley. 
Sat., Dec. 22 
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Wayne State 
University at Grand Valley. 
Thurs., Jan. 3 
5:30 p.m.: Women's 
Basketball at Wayne 
State University, Detroit. 
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball 
at Wayne State 
University, Detroit. 
Fri., Jan. 4 
4 p.m. : Track and Field. 
Laker Early Bird at 
Grand Valley. 
Sat., Jan. 5 
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball 
at Hillsdale College, 
Hillsdale. 
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball at 
Wayne State University, 
Detroit. 
University Carillonneur Julianne Vanden Wyngaard will per-
form three special concerts. 
Carillon concerts 
Tues., Dec. 18 
12:15 p.m.: Special concert by University Carillonneur 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard to celebrate final day of grading. 
Refreshments served. Cook Carillon. 
2 p.m.: Special concert to celebrate final day of grading. 
Refreshments served. Beckering Family Carillon. 
Mon., Dec. 24 
9:30-10:30 p.m.: Vanden Wyngaard's holiday concert. Beckering 
Family Carillon. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Don Williams Sr., dean of Minority Affairs, 
received an award from the King-Chavez-Parks 
Initiative Future Faculty Program for his service 
and dedication to improving programs for minority 
students. Also, he received an award and tribute 
from Ben Witt, president of GVSU's Student 
Senate. 
Linda Chown, associate professor of English 
and coordinator of Women and Gender Studies, 
has published a solicited review of two books on 
Willa Cather in the fall issue of Tulsa Studies of 
Women's Literature. She also wrote an article 
titled, "Two Disconnected Entities': The Pitfalls 
of Knowing in Tsitsi Dangarembga's 'Nervous 
Conditions," which was published in Africa 
World Press. 
Stephen Mattox, assistant professor of geology, 
was the author of a geologic map of the Moroni 
Peak quadrangle in Wayne County, Utah. The 
Utah Geological Survey published the map. 
Michael P. Lombardo, professor of biology, was 
the co-author of a paper, titled "Left-sided 
Directional Bias of Cloaca! Contacts During Tree 
Swallow Copulations," which was published in 
Animal Behaivour. 
Ron Dwelle, associate professor of English, 
wrote a book, titled Summer Studies: Retro 
Cruising on the Great Lakes, which was pub-
lished by Xlibris Corporation. 
Bill Fryberger, Administrative Computing net-
work coordinator, and John Klein, Academic 
Computing systems analyst, will give a presenta-
tion at the Michnet Winter seminar series, which 
will be held at Oakland University in February. 
Scott Richardson, assistant vice president for 
Human Resources, has been elected chairman of 
the Board of Visiting Nurse Services of Western 
Michigan. Last year, Visiting Nurses provided 
more than 130,000 home visits by nurses, thera-
pists, social workers and home health aides in the 
community. 
Barbara Hoogenboom, assistant professor of 
physical therapy, gave a presentation, titled 
"Differential Diagnosis and Treatment of Pediatric 
Musculoskeletal Disorders," at the First 
International Congress of the International 
Federation of Sports Physiotherapy, held in the 
Netherlands. She also participated in a laboratory, 
titled "Neuromuscular Testing and Retraining of 
the Upper Extremity." 
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